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March 16th, 1854. (Stated Meeting.) 

THOMAS ROMNEY ROBINSON, D.D., President, 
in the Chair. 

M. William Vrolik, of Amsterdam, was elected an Ho- 
norary Member in the Department of Science, and M. Alfred 
de Maury, of Paris, was elected an Honorary Member in the 
Department of Antiquities. 



The Secretary of the Academy read the following Report 
from the Council : — 

REPORT. 

The history of the Academy during the past year has had but 
few events, which may be very briefly told. 

The most important fact to be placed on record is the exhibition 
of our Museum in the Antiquarian Court of the Great Dublin 
Exhibition, in connexion with the Eoyal Dublin Society, in 1853. 

The very remarkable collection of Irish Antiquities which was 
there brought together formed a most interesting and creditable 
feature of the Exhibition, and attracted a great deal of attention 
from the enlightened antiquarians of Great Britain and of the Con- 
tinent, who visited Dublin during the past summer. It was also 
most attractive to the general public, and, next to the Picture Gal- 
lery, may be said to have been one of the most popular departments 
of the Exhibition. It is also very gratifying that no loss or injury 
was sustained by anything which the Academy exhibited ; we have 
received the entire collection back without any diminution of its 
value. 

The Council have to congratulate the Academy on the progress 
that has been made in the completion of the noble rooms that will 
now be opened for the reception of our Library and Museum. 

The removal of the Museum into the Exhibition Building dur- 
ing the past summer has necessarily suspended the operations 
of the Committee appointed for the preparation of the Museum 
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Catalogue. But several very successful experiments have been 
made on the possibility of applying the newly discovered photogra- 
phic processes to the object of the Pictorial Catalogue. The result 
of these experiments, which have been conducted by Dr. Graves and 
Mr. Tennison, has been laid before the Council, and has been so 
satisfactory, that a photographic apparatus has been purchased, and 
there is no doubt that we shall be able, at a very trifling cost, to 
produce pictures of our Antiquities, which we may communicate to 
all foreign and sister Societies, and which will be of the utmost 
value in disseminating, amongst antiquarians of other countries, 
a knowledge of the contents of the Museum. 

Notwithstanding the disadvantages under which the Academy 
has laboured during the past year, from the unfinished state of our 
premises, and from the consequent inaccessibility of our Library 
and Museum, we have had many very valuable contributions to our 
Transactions and Proceedings, in all the departments to which our 
studies are devoted. 

In Pure Mathematics, we have had papers from Dr. Graves, on 
his " Theory of Triplets," and on " The Solution of Linear Differen- 
tial Equations ;" and from Mr. Jellett on " The Properties of In- 
extensible Surfaces." 

In the Mixed Mathematical Sciences, Dr. Lloyd has contributed 
to our memoirs papers on " The Influence of the Moon on the 
Movements of a freely suspended Magnetic Needle,'' and on " The 
Meteorology of Ireland, as deduced from the Observations made 
under the superintendence of the Committee of Science." Professor 
Allman, of Galway, has given us an account of the late ever-to-be- 
lamented Professor Mac Cullagh's " Lectures on Attractions and on 
Clairaut's Theorem ;" and Mr Haughton has communicated some 
"Observations on the Application of Mr. Green's Formula to M. 
Jamin's Experiments on Reflected Polarized Light." The President 
has read a paper on "The Ad vantages which have recently been re- 
cognised in the Cassegranian Reflecting Telescope ;" and in another 
paper has explained " An original and entirely new Method of mea- 
suring the effective apertures of the Objectives of Microscopes." 
Professor Callan, of Maynooth, has communicated to us the results of 
his experiments " On the Decomposition of Water by the Galvanic 
Battery, with the view to obtain a constant and brilliant Lime Light." 
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Dr. J. W. Mallet has contributed to our Transactions a paper giv- 
ing " An Analysis of the Metals of which the Irish Antiquities 
found in our Museum are composed;" and Mr. Grubb has com- 
municated " An Original Method of determining practically the 
Spherical Aberration of a Combination of Lenses." We have also 
had a paper from Mr. Knox on the " Transmutation of Metals." 

In the Natural Sciences, we have had communications during 
the past year from Professor Allman, of Dublin, " On the Structure 
of Hydra," and " On the Structure of the Starch Granule ;" and 
also from Dr. Lyons, " On the Primary Stage of Histogenesis and 
Histolysis." Mr. Mallet has also communicated an interesting paper 
"On the British Earthquake, November 9, 1852." 

In the department of Polite Literature, we have had papers by 
Dr. Hincks on some additional discoveries made by him in the 
" Interpretation of the Assyrian Inscriptions ;" by Dr. Drummond 
" On the Achievements of Magnus Barefoot, King of Norway, and 
his Defeat and Death in the Battle of Magh Cobha, a.d. 1103;" and 
by Dr. Orlando Dobbin, " On the Headings of the Codex Mont- 
fortianus, preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin." 

In Antiquities, Dr. Petrie has contributed to our Proceed- 
ings some valuable remarks on the inscriptions on the Cross of 
Tuam, exhibited at our Great Exhibition, which have completed 
and perfected what this distinguished antiquary has already pub- 
lished on the Tuam Cross, in his work on " The Round Towers 
of Ireland." Dr. Aquilla Smith has also communicated some addi- 
tions to his papers on " Irish Tokens." Mr. Denis Henry Kelly has 
given us an interesting paper on " The Curious Terraced Gravel- 
Hill near Castle Blakeney, County Galway;" and the Secretary 
of the Academy has contributed some remarks on the singular 
Fresco Painting in the Abbey of Knockmoy, a fac-simile of which 
was exhibited in the Antiquarian Court of the Great Exhibition, 
and has since been presented to the Academy. 

During the past year, the Academy's Museum has received several 
most important and valuable additions, by donation as well as by 
purchase. Amongst the donations, we have received from the Com- 
missioners of Public Works, through Mr. Mulvany, a curious col- 
lection of antiquities found in the drainage of Lough Mask; and 
some valuable articles found in Lough Oughter and Lough Gowna, 
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and the neighbourhood, were presented by Mr. Mulvany ; also some 
interesting antiquities by Mr. Manning and Mr. Lyons. 

We have to thank the Marquess of Sligo for a large number of 
Terra Cotta Vases, which he has, in the most liberal manner, pre- 
sented to our Museum, having offered to the Council their choice of 
all the vases in his collection. 

It is incumbent upon the Council also to put on record, in this 
Report of the events of the past year, that Sir Richard O'Donuell 
has again intrusted to our care the beautiful and celebrated reli- 
quary called the Cathach. 

The antiquarian movement, which was made in connexion with 
the late Exhibition, and for which we are mainly indebted to Lord 
Talbot de Malahide and Dr. Lentaigne, has added greatly to our 
Museum. We have been promised casts of all the crosses exhibited, 
which attracted so much attention from our antiquarian visitors ; 
and, in addition to this, Lord Talbot has procured us several casts of 
antiquities which were at the Exhibition, and which will now be 
preserved in our Museum as a permanent record of the great benefit 
which has resulted, even to Antiquarian Science, from that truly na- 
tional undertaking. 

Some important specimens of stones inscribed with the Ogham 
character have been presented to our Museum during the past year, 
by Mr. R. Hitchcock. 

We have also to record, as one of the events of the year, a most 
valuable bequest of Books and Manuscripts, by our late zealous 
and active member, William Elliott Hudson, selected from his large 
Library, in accordance with his will, by four members of the Aca- 
demy. This collection contains upwards of 800 works, a catalogue 
of which is preparing for publication. We have had the gratifica- 
tion of receiving as a gift from his executors a bust of our bene- 
factor, by Moore, which will recall him to the recollection of his 
friends and acquaintances in the Academy. 

The accurate model of Staigue Fort, which was exhibited at the 
Exhibition, has been presented to our Museum by James Bland, 
Esq., and our MS. Library has been enriched by some autograph vo- 
lumes, in the handwriting of the celebrated Dean of St Patrick's, 
Dr. Jonathan Swift, presented to us by G. C. Cowell, Esq. 

It is the duty of the Council now to announce to you, that the 
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late Secretary of Council, the Rev. Charles Graves, has signified his 
intention of resigning the office which he has for several years past 
so efficiently filled. Those only who have been engaged with Dr. 
Graves, in the actual working of the Academy, can fully estimate 
the magnitude of the loss which his retirement will occasion. 

During the past year, fifteen new members have been added to 
the Academy. Their names are as follows: — 

Rev. William Fitzgerald, D. D. Henry H. Stuart, M. D. 

Major John Bonner. Eugene Curry, Esq. 

Rev. Beaver H. Blacker. John Thomas Rosborough Col- 

J. E. Butler, Esq. clough, Esq. 

F. R. Davies, Esq. James Butler Pratt, Esq. 

John Lentaigne, M. D. Charles Domville, Esq. 

James John Mac Carthy, Esq. Jas. Roderick 0'Flanagan,Esq. 

Alexander Read, M. D. Rev. Robert Ferguson, LL. D. 

During the same period two Honorary Members, and five ordi- 
nary Members, have been lost to us by death. The following is a 
list of their names, with the dates of their deaths, as far as it has 
been possible to ascertain them : — 

Honorary Members. 

1. Francois Jean Dominique Arago ; elected 30th Nov. 1844: 
died 2nd October, 1853. (Science.) 

2. G. T. Grotefend; elected 30th Nov. 1850. (Antiquities.) 

Ordinary Members. 

1. Sir William Betham; elected 22nd January, 1827; died 
26th October, 1853. 

2. Sir Montague L. Chapman, Bart.; elected 11th December, 
1 843. (Date of death not known.) 

3. John Grene, Esq. ; elected 10th January, 1848: died 30th 
April, 1853. 

4. William Elliot Hudson, Esq. ; elected 12th April 1841: 
died 23rd June, 1853. 

5. Sir Francis Wasket-Myers ; elected 13th January, 1851. 
Date of death not known. 

Of the two Honorary Members whose names occur in the fore- 
going list, one has occasioned a vacancy in the class of Science, and 
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one in the class of Antiquities. The Council have recommended to 
you, to be balloted for at this meeting, M. Vrolik, of Amsterdam, 
one of the most eminent naturalists of the present day, to be elected 
an Honorary Member in the class of Science; and M. Alfred de 
Maury, President of the Societe des Antiquaires de France, to be 
elected an Honorary Member in the class of Antiquities. 



It was resolved, — That the Report of the Council be 
adopted, and printed in the Proceedings. 



The Ballot for the annual election having closed, the 
Scrutineers reported that the following gentlemen were elected 
Officers and Council for the ensuing year : — 

President. — Rev. Thomas R. Robinson, D.D. 
Treasurer. — Robert Ball, LL.D. 
Secretary to the Academy. — Rev. J. H. Todd, D.D. 
Secretary to the Council. — Rev. John H. Jellett, A.M. 
Secretary of Foreign Correspondence. — Rev. Samuel 
Butcher, D.D. 

Librarian. — Rev. William H. Drummond, D.D. 
Clerk and Assistant Librarian. — Edward Clibborn. 

Committee of Science. 

Sir William R. Hamilton, LL.D.; Rev. Humphrey 
Lloyd, D. D. ; James Apjohn, M. D. ; Robert Ball, LL. D. ; 
Sir Robert Kane, M. D. ; George J. Allman, M. D. ; Rev. 
Samuel Haughton, A. M. 

Committee of Polite Literature. 

Rev. William H. Drummond, D. D. ; Rev. Charles W. 
Wall, D.D. ; John Anster, LL. D. ; Rev. Charles Graves, 
D.D.; Rev. Samuel Butcher, D.D.; Digby P. Starkey, Esq.; 
Rev. John H, Jellett, A.M. 



